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In the new condition

of interdependence of
which we have become
aware in this Chapter, the
Assumption is called to
grow as a missionary body
and to deepen its prophetic
contribution to the Church.
On the one hand, this means
embracing where you are
the three poles which,
according to Bruno Chenu,
define prophetic existence:
solidarity with the people,
taking risks in history and
witnessing to the God of
Jesus Christ (L’Eglise au
Coeur, p. 114) And, on the
other hand, by welcoming
God’s action as proclaimed
in the Beatitudes, lived
«attested in spite of all the
burdens of current events»
and «incarnated in the face
of the world and the Church»
(L’Eglise au coeur 113).

So every member of the
Assumption and the whole
body take part in the tension
in which the Reign comes
about, the tension between
our commitments in the
midst of our contradictions
and what remains irreducibly
God'’s action. This way of
bringing about the Reign
makes its scouts, subjects
torn apart, who place us «at
the vertical of the present

time» (L’Eglise au Coeur 114).
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'The Kingdom of God is at hand.
Living and proclaiming the hope of the Gospel.
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End of Chapter, New Beginning

«You are the living “first version’ of the Acts of this
General Chapter!»

Sending remarks of Fr. Ngoa Ya
Tshihemba, AA General Superior

Brothers,

[...] You are the first living «version» of
the Acts of this General Chapter. You
are the first «cauthorized publication» for
their reading and publication in your
communities.

The first mission | entrust to you is to go
and share this joy and your discoveries,
so that the brothers and laypeople who
walk with you in covenant can realize
this, even before they receive the Acts.
How can we ensure that the Chapter
we have just lived through is known,
applied and lived by brothers who were
not at the Chapter, if we - who have
shared our dreams, our convictions and
our hopes for the Kingdom - are not
capable of assuming them? If we can't,
others won't believe in a text, however
beautiful it may be.

[...] After this General Chapter, how do
we start afresh?

1. As you already know, you won’t

be able to work miracles. But a good
start would be what some call «small
fidelities» to the fundamentals of
religious life: regularity in prayer and
meditation, fidelity to the vows, the
sharing of goods, small fidelities to the

quality of our community life and work,
etc.

2. A good start is to live and bear
witness to the hope of the Gospel
through a renewed reading of the
charism that the Lord has entrusted to
our little religious family for the good of
the Church and the world.

3. A good start is also to take the
second part of the Provincial Chapters
seriously. It’s very important now

to imagine initiatives at local level
throughout the body, so that the
decisions and orientations taken in this
Chapter are really lived out.

[...] With you and for you, | take up
the words of the song we have sung in
recent days:

«We will be blessed if the joy of our
brothers makes our hearts sing (...)

We will be blessed if our hearts are
open to the forgiveness of our brothers
(...)

We will be blessed if our hands are
stretched out for the peace of our
brothers»...

And then, as it says in this same song,
we will be able to sing:

«Praise be to you, Lord, for giving us the
joy of serving you!

Praise be to you, Lord, for giving us
brothers to love!

The Kingdom of God is already here!

With these words, which express my
desire and my hope, | declare the 34th
General Chapter closed. | thank you all.

(Extracts from the concluding speech of
the General Chapter)
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General Chapter

has been characterized

by pragmatism in the
apprehension of baptismal co-
responsibility in Alliance Religious
and Laity, especially in the way of
wanting to recover the prophetic
vision of the Venerable Emmanuel
d’Alzon and respond to the
challenges of our time». Eric

Kihundo, Goma (DR

Congo)

F

spirituality inherited from

of the Lay-Religious Kinshasa (DR

u,
r. d’Alzon.»- Victoria Alliance, internationality - Stella Kahag;tr)‘go)
Prada, Colombia and interculturality: these are
values to be capitalized on by
«The the Congregation.» Emile |
34e General Mahamba Kahindo, Wonderful genera
Chapter was an Butembo (DR chapter where the -
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become aware that the
Kingdom to be brought about
in me and around me, during
these six years, is that of justice
and peace, in fraternal
communion.» Wilfrid
Kibanda.

everal proviqces,
K about mission
nterculturalitys
fidelity to our
it and our family
iritu e
P spirit.» Newes



How | Received My Call

ALEX CASTRO, GENERAL TREASURER

The timing of the General Treasurer’s election
somewhat caught us by surprise. Our community was
even discussing over breakfast about the Superior
General’s election not knowing that | will receive

the call that same morning! The experience was

just so surreal at the beginning knowing that | was

not in the General Chapter upon my election and

i was unaware of what went on during the whole
process. What calmed me down was a shot of a nice
warm sake during lunch with a Filipino couple. |
accepted the responsibility relying on God'’s grace,
with utmost humility, and heartfelt gratitude for the
confidence of this Chapter that entrusted me with

this great responsibility. | will be leaving St. Anne-St.
Patrick Parish with mixed feelings: both gratitude and
attachment, a commitment to our mission and a concern
on what the future holds for our presence in the parish.
But in all of these, | entrust everything in God's loving
care.

ETIENNE RATALALA RAFANAMBINANTSOA,
GENERAL ASSISTANT

The Lord surprised me! On the evening of Friday June 16,
in Jerusalem, where | was on sabbatical, | received a call
from the number of Father Lucien, my Provincial Superior
in Madagascar, but it was our new Superior General on
the other end of the line! He announces my election and
asks for my response. Faced with my embarrassment,

he gives me the opportunity to speak to Father Lucien. |
don’t retain much from this exchange. | return to Father
Superior General. | tell him: «<With my limitations and
weaknesses, with what the Lord has given me to be and
to be able to do, | abandon myself to Him and | count on
the support of my religious family. | accept my election.»
The time to say «yes» went by very quickly. But | still find
it hard to imagine what my mission as Assistant General
will be like. It was a long night, and sleep was short that
Friday.

EDITION AND PROMULGATION OF THE GENERAL CHAPTER PROCEEDINGS

The Acts of the General Chapter will be promulgated by the Superior General once the texts have been harmonized,

translated and corrected by an ad hoc Commission.

Before the final version of the Acts is published, communities will be able to consult the adopted texts for their own use
and to enable Provincial Chapters to integrate the decisions taken by the 34th General Chapter.

TO FOLLOW THE GENERAL CHAPTER

- Congregation website www.assumptio.org updated by Father Marcelo Marciel: <marcelomarciell@gmail.com>

- «<AA - News

PHOTOS OF THE GENERAL CHAPTER are on the website.

«Journal of the Chapter»
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